Companies and
choreographers

“The Royal Bl i Brt
national ballet compan; founded

Thestre and it Bllet Rarabert
changing from a clasical 103
orsey syl Balet Rambert

continuesss Rambert Dance
Gompany,Brtan's gest

Left: The Northen Ballet Theatre
perform Romeo and ullet

Right; CandoCo contemporary dance
company. Choreographer Jamie Watton

Farrght: DV8 Physical Theatre

Feathersionchaughs specialse in
quirky gestural observatons o
human behaviour. The s decade
has seen the emergence of many
acclimed choreogapherled

elassicsand modern works, it o
has the prou legacy of wo of the
mostimportant chorcog

the tenteth century: Frederick
A
Fille mal gardée, Symphon
Variatons and A Month n the
Miln,

raphers of

i, whose works include L

Country, and Keancth M

chorcagrapher of Manon, Elite

P

K and inernatonsl

chorcographers.

Though dishanded in 1990,
London Contemporary Dance
Theatre helped t generate many
v companies and gave rise 10
such important chorcographers s

Romen and Julic.

Originally formed in 1946 35 th
Royal Balle' ouring group, the
Biemingham Royal Balle, under

Davics, whose companies now
produce some of the fines work,
Ty some ofthe finest dancers,in

the counry. Like them, Rosemary

Butcher also hegan

companics,
Charles Linehan, Heri Oguike,

Fin Walker and Jasmin Vardimon,
s el a5 Wayne MGregor's

ahly
succesul Random Dance
Company, which has pioncered the
use ofdigital echnology and
computersoftware in
chorcagraphy and performance

Several repertory-based companies

alo continue to thrive,including.

g
Ricochet, Diversions (the natonal
dance company of Wales) and
Scotish Dance Theatre, Candoco i
T e

with s reworkings of classical
e, and former Rogal Ballet
dancers Michael Nunn and Wikam
Trein recently formed George
Piper Dances which showeses a

popular and eclctic mix of

Jonzi D and Benji Reid have more
eecently explored street dance and
hiphop in contemporary

performance

Another thriing feld i dance for

avid Binley,
i

has since 1997 been a ully

10705, and

m

contines o desclop her ovn

i

g
e

“The 19505 s an explosion of
orsry dance a

he oot

i incependent

s integrated
group of disabled and able-bodicd
performers

For some time the borders between

dance

But thesc are not the anly borders
being crosed. Alongside the

anmual Dance for the Camera

slieme has, since 19

commissoned dance for television

and video, while snce 2001 the

Festivals and venues

Founded in 1978 by Val Bourne,

Dance Umbrella s gronm to
become th lrgest contemporary
dance festval in the world,
presenting the bestof both UK and
overseas dance and auracting
istng companicsfrom around
the globe. Based in London, the
festival has sl shown
performances in other v and
promoted national tours by vising
roups. The Resoluion! festivalat
London's Plce Theatre s
platform for a wealdh of aspiring
and emerging new chorcographers,
with sisits from selected Enopean

Notbance (Notingham) and New

Mones (Glasgow) are o fesivals

companics, Dance aso fatures in

Britsin has esablished traditions of

accessble contempor X dance South Asian dance and Afrcan
Newer sccompanicd a broken P rving o e,
Northern Balle Theate,with a . persons down, M ral
putation for have forged Shotan Jersinh, Ao i
day Loy N i and Peter Badejo - have developed

»
and Scoutsh Balle, founded in the
19605 by Peter

arvel and now
dircctd by Ashcy Page.

Contemporary

Theatre developed a highisk

performance syle, and fosered

such idiomeratic dancemakers as
el Charmock and Wendy
H e

notably Michacl Clark, Matthew
Hawkins,Jonsthan Burrows and
Rl Maliphant. Contemporary
choreographer Matthew Bourne
with cs Ad

the late 19605 ith the founding of
London »

companics the allfemle
c he abmale

Motion Pitures and atcr New

their own bybrid and highiy

Capuure
saicty of experimental screcn
based dance works encompasing
i, digital video, and mulimedia
The annual Dance Umbrella

interacive and insiallton-based

ok

Both Phoenix Dance Company and
nion Dance Gompany have long
becn inspircd by the diverse idioms

of back dance, while
choreographers Rober Hylon,

between chorcographers, dircctors
and dighal artss have produced

sarling snd avaecvinning picces

country and forms vl part of
the anmual Edinburgh
Internatonsl Festal, and there
are several specalst dance centres
hat organise performances, clases
and workshops, including The
Phce (London), Laban (London)
Dance Ciy (Neweasile), Dancebase
(Edinburgh), Thamesdown Dance

dios (Swindon) and Yorkshire
Dance Centre (Leeds),



Shobana eyasingh Dance Company
ina pece called (interand

Education and training

Britin the

Support and
development

[
s Counl

Formerly diided into Regional

i arscounchoi 19 ot

i
s org ok [scotana]

s vecently been centalsed nte
single bods, with those of S

s and Northern Ircland as
separate eniies More than 30

dance companies and individhal
arists e funded, acros  range of
dance forms, Funding i offered

world' most renonsned trining
insitatons, including the Royal
Balls School, English Natonal

a projectby project bass.

the
Ballt School, London worldfor s commaunity s
Contemporary Dance School, fience deselopmen
Laban and the Northern School of  programmes, through
e Many of
these schools also run Foundation for Community Dance.
degree coures, alongside those support schern
offered by academic insitutions g Dance UK’ i
the

Rochampion, and Middlesex
Universy:

Dance is part of the National
Curriculum, an optional subjectin

network of National Dance
Agencies, Dancers'
Development and artisic
development programmes sich as
Choreodrome, Performing Ars

partof primary education. Many

dance companies offe educarion

and community outreach
rogrammes, whie the lon

catblished

specialives in working with schools

and youth grovps,

us Dance Company

Scottsh Dance Theatre

Lab and the
Composers Exchange

Taning

et ek
Foundaion for Commurity Darce
oG o b
Landon Dance
pr——

gt ok

Thesmosmcetx
hesrdncshcounci ey

Gieal Dane Gmvcrcaanc com)
Dancig Tmes

e o

Dance Theatre founat
Do arope

e s wtten by Sny ey
Desgned by Ay Clrke

Dance




